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SAGINAW VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY 
PARKING AND TRAFFIC ORDINANCE  

June 2019 
 
 
1.1 Statement of Purpose 

 
It is the intent of the Saginaw Valley State University Board of Control to establish a parking 
ordinance on the campus of Saginaw Valley State University for students, faculty, staff and 
visitors. 

 
2.1 Statement of Authority 

 
This ordinance is enacted by the Saginaw Valley State University Board of Control pursuant to 
and in accordance with the authority and responsibility of said Board as provided in the 
Constitution of the State of Michigan, Act 278 of the Michigan Public Acts of 1965 and Act 291 
of the Michigan Public Acts of 1967, as amended. This ordinance and the Michigan Vehicle 
Code (MCL 257.1 et seq., MSA 9.1801 et seq.), as amended, are hereby adopted by reference. 

 
3.1 Designation of Enforcement 

 
It shall be the duty of the University Police Chief and his/her subordinates to enforce all 
provisions of this ordinance, to cooperate with other law enforcement officers and other college 
officials in the administration and enforcement of this ordinance, and in developing ways and 
means to improve parking and traffic conditions. 

 
4.1 Parking on Campus 

 
Parking is permitted only in marked spaces in regular parking lots or designated areas 
throughout the campus as follows: Free open lots, faculty/staff, resident, reserved, handicap, 
metered, loading/unloading, and Campus Facilities. Parking lots/areas are marked with signs.  A 
campus map showing parking lots/areas and permit requirements is posted on the University 
website. 

 
The registered owner of a vehicle is responsible for any parking citations issued to the vehicle. 

 
4.2 Reserved Faculty/Staff Parking and Permits 

 
Reserved parking is provided for faculty, staff and visitors who display a reserved permit 
Monday through Friday during the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. Open parking is available on 
Saturday and Sunday in the weekday permitted lots. Parking in a way that is in violation of an 
official sign restricting the period of time or manner of parking is prohibited.   

 
A hanging permit shall be displayed from the rearview mirror on the vehicle driven by the permit 
holder and is transferrable to any vehicle the permit holder may use.  
 
The registered owner of the vehicle is responsible for any parking citations issued to that 
vehicle. Once a parking permit is obtained, the permit holder becomes responsible. Individuals 
shall not be allowed to obtain a permit unless all out- standing parking tickets are paid. 
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4.3 Reserved Resident Parking and Permits 
 
All vehicles with resident parking permits are restricted to specifically assigned resident parking 
lots.  All parking violations are subject to fines and/or impoundment. 

 
This parking privilege shall be indicated by a serial numbered permit which shall be 
permanently affixed on the exterior top left corner of the vehicle’s outside rear window, or as 
directed by the University Police Department/Parking Services. Permits may not be transferred 
to another person or vehicle. In the event vehicles are changed, a new permit will be issued 
upon presentation of the old permit to the University Police Department/Parking Services office. 

 
The registered owner of the vehicle is responsible for any parking citations issued to that 
vehicle. Once a parking permit is obtained, the permit holder becomes responsible. Individuals 
shall not be allowed to obtain a permit unless all outstanding parking tickets are paid. 

 
4.4 Display of Permit 

 
It shall be unlawful to have displayed on any motor vehicle any Saginaw Valley State University 
registration and/or parking permit which has not been issued for the motor vehicle, on which or 
in which the permit is displayed. 

 
4.5 Metered Parking 

 
Metered parking is available for short-term use (maximum of two hours).  Parking in violation of 
an official sign restricting the period of time or manner of parking is prohibited in metered parking 
areas.  

 
4.6 Visitor Parking 

 
Visitors may park in any open (non-reserved) parking lot without obtaining a guest permit so 
long as the vehicle is parked in a way that is not in violation of an official sign restricting the 
period of time or manner of parking, or in any faculty/staff reserved parking lot by displaying a 
guest permit from the rearview mirror of the vehicle. Visitors may also use metered spaces for 
short-term parking. Visitors are required to abide by the rules, regulations and official posted 
restrictions for traffic and parking while using a vehicle on campus. 

 
Visitors of campus residents residing in University Village may park in the designated area in 
Village Central located off Pierce Road in specifically designated visitor spaces.  An overnight 
permit is required 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m.  

 
Visitors of campus residents residing in First Year Suites and Living Centers South, Southwest 
and MJ Brandimore House may use open parking lots between 6:00 a.m. and 2:00 a.m. An 
overnight permit is required 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m.   
 
Visitors of campus residents residing in Pine Grove apartments may park in the designated area 
near 7650/7670 Pine Grove Lane. An overnight permit is required 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. 

 
Overnight visitor permits are available at the University Police Department during normal hours 
of operation.   When inviting guests to campus, individuals are encouraged to inform their guest 
in advance of the available parking locations and regulations. Permits are issued up to two 
consecutive nights and require 14 days from expiration before obtaining another overnight 
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permit. Circumstances not addressed in this policy will require approval of the resident’s hall 
director. 

 
The registered owner of a vehicle is responsible for any parking citations issued to that vehicle. 
Once a parking permit is obtained, the permit holder becomes responsible. Individuals shall not 
be allowed to obtain a permit unless all outstanding parking tickets are paid. 

 
4.7 Stopping, Standing and Parking 

 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid conflict with 
other traffic or in compliance with the law or the directions of a police officer or traffic control 
device, in any of the following areas: 

 
a. On a sidewalk. 

 
b. Within an intersection. 

 
c. Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant. 

 
d. On a crosswalk. 

 
e. Upon any streets or parking lot or other parking facility in such a manner or under 
such conditions as to leave available insufficient width of the roadway for free movement 
of vehicle traffic, or as to require vehicles operating upon the roadway to leave their 
assigned traffic lane in order to pass such vehicle. 

 
f. At any place where official signs prohibit stopping, standing or parking. 

 
g. On streets, lots or areas in violation of posted official time standard, and on grass or 
any other unpaved surface not designated for parking. 

 
h. At any place where a vehicle is parked as such to use more than one clearly marked 
parking space. 
 
i. In a way that is in violation of an official sign restricting the period of time or manner 
of parking 

 
4.8 Special Parking Categories 

 
Special categories of parking shall include (also see campus map): 

 
a. Handicap Parking: These areas are located and marked as such.  Individuals must 

display a state-issued handicap permit while vehicle is parked. If handicap spaces 
are in use, an individual may park at any meter throughout campus without payment. 

b. Special Area Permits: Special need permits will be approved and issued by the 
Parking Services Coordinator and/or designee. 

 
c. Parking Restrictions: Parking will not be permitted in any area except in marked 

spaces in defined parking lots. All parking violations are subject to fines and/or 
impoundment. 
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d. Short-term Parking: Various buildings on campus are provided with an entrance to 
be used for loading and unloading. The need to park a vehicle near a building for 
loading and unloading will require contacting the University Police Department in 
advance for permission and length of time allowed. The time limit on these spaces is 
strictly enforced. 

 
e. Campus Facilities, Contractor and Media Parking: A permit is to be acquired 

through the University Police Department valid in designated areas assigned. 
 
f. Motorcycle Parking: Motorcycles are required to park in open parking spaces. A 

motorcycle permit shall be obtained for resident lots as well as reserve faculty/staff 
lots. Motorcycles may not be parked on porches, walkways or any other area which 
is not designated for parking. 

 
4.9 Overnight Parking 

 
a. No overnight parking is permitted in any lot other than visitor spaces provided by the 

University (see 4.6 above), except with permission of the University Police 
Department. Parking between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. shall be 
considered overnight parking. 

b. Parking overnight in any resident lot shall require a “reserved” resident permit or a 
temporary resident permit issued by the University Police Department or Campus 
Financial Services in Wickes Hall. 

c. Parking locations will be assigned by the University Police Department to employees 
whose duties require them to be on campus between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. 

d. The University Police Department will issue overnight permits for those residents 
using temporary vehicles. There will be a $5.00 charge to the resident.  The duration 
of the permit will be determined by the Parking Services Coordinator or designee. 

e. Recreational vehicles may park overnight ONLY with permission of the Parking 
Services Coordinator or designee. 

 
4.10 Tow-Away Zone 

 
“Tow-away zone” means a zone where no parking, stopping or standing is permitted as 
indicated by proper signs. Vehicles parking in violation of the signs will be towed away to keep 
the roadway clear for traffic movement. 

 
4.11 Impoundment 

 
Vehicles parked in violation of the established Saginaw Valley State University Parking and 
Traffic Ordinance are subject to impoundment by the University Police Department. 
The Chief of University Police and/or designated officers are hereby authorized to remove a 
vehicle from a street, highway, parking lot or other areas owned by the University. The vehicle 
will be towed to the nearest garage or other place of safety, or to a garage designated by the 
Chief of University Police or otherwise maintained by the University, under the circumstances 
hereinafter enumerated. 
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The necessary costs for removal of the vehicle shall become a lien on the vehicle, and the 
person into whose custody the vehicle is given may hold the vehicle until the expenses involved 
have been paid. 

 
If a vehicle is found on campus in a marked tow-away zone in violation of these regulations, the 
person in whose name the vehicle is registered, or the permit holder becomes responsible. 
Ownership of the vehicle will be determined according to the records of the State of Michigan, 
Department of Secretary of State, and/or Parking Services’ record of permit holder. The 
owner/permit holder will be held responsible for payment of all outstanding parking tickets 
before a vehicle release form is issued. 

 
5.1 University’s Rights 

 
The University reserves the right to request vehicles with issued parking permits to vacate the 
assigned lots or spaces from time to time for parking lot repairs or snow removal. Residents and 
issued parking permit holders will be notified in advance. 

 
The University reserves the right to restrict driving and parking and to temporarily close any 
parking area for special purposes, including the right to post signs that restrict the period of time 
or manner of parking. The University also reserves the right to remove, at the owner’s expense, 
any unlawfully parked or inoperable vehicle left for extended periods of time unless prior 
arrangements have been made with the Parking Services Coordinator or designee. 

 
The University assumes no responsibility for loss or damage to vehicles driven or parked on 
campus, or for the contents of said vehicle. 

 
 
(Originally approved by the SVSU Board of Control in December 1971. Revised in 1979, 2005, 2009 and 2019.) 
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